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Presentation address to Malcolm King
Roadrunner Car Club – Ambassador
by Graeme Block, President.

The Australian Motor Vehicle Manufacturing industry has played a
significant part in shaping the industrial landscape in Australia with the
introduction of local production plants, including Holden and Ford,
which evolved from humble beginnings.
This not only provided employment for many people and families in the
manufacturing plants, dealer networks and the extended supply
industries but it is fair to say that many Australians became passionate
about their favourite brand of car and these passions became part of
life in Australia.
These industries employed and spawned a high level of incredibly
talented employees in all fields, many highly regarded as some of the
best in the world. Australia not only exported but also imported some
talented specialists to take up roles in this burgeoning industry.
Fortunately, a large number of people whether consumers or those who
worked in the industry, were keen to share this passion and knowledge
with others, including the younger generations.
This fervour is evident in the number of active Car Clubs covering all
makes and models – old and new – throughout Australia, with an
abundance of these represented on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast.
Many Clubs have prospered due to the efforts of those who have been
involved in establishing or furthering the interests of existing Clubs.
Members committing themselves and their past experience to
management roles and giving up considerable time in the interest of the
Club, its members and the wider community.
We at the Roadrunner Car Club are privileged to have one such person
who is both a current and a founding member: Malcolm King.
Today we have the pleasure of recognising and honouring his extensive
contribution to the motor industry. Born in England, Malcolm completed
a 6-year apprenticeship with Vauxhall after which he moved to Ford

where he was a rig testing engineer. Malcolm, with his wife Susan and their
son, arrived in Australia from England in March 1965 as ‘ten pound poms’,
commencing his employment at the ‘Ford Manufacturing and Development
Facilities’ In Geelong. Over a number of years he worked for Ford in various
departments and locations around Australia and met Henry Ford himself
during one of their speed and distance trials.
When Ford Asia Pacific was formed Malcolm found himself spending time in
the Philippines, Korea and Taiwan as Director of Engineering. Later he
applied his qualifications and talents to other related motor industry suppliers
in the USA and in Australia provided full braking systems for Ford, GM,
Toyota, Nissan and Mitsubishi.
For your information, we have reprinted recent articles from our Club’s Beep
Beep newsletter in this little booklet about Malcolm’s distinguished career.
Malcolm and Susan moved to the Sunshine Coast when he retired and
where he has continued his passion for cars as a member of several car
Clubs. His roles included holding the position of ‘President’ for five years in
a large Club, building around him a talented Management Committee and
taking the Club to unprecedented levels of success. That team are now all
members of our Roadrunner Car Club.
We are all extremely proud to have Malcom King as a member, colleague
and friend in this Club.
Malcolm’s personable and charismatic manner is evident in the way he
easily communicates with people. He has a welcoming nature and shows a
genuine interest in everyone he meets – this makes him a perfect
‘Ambassador’ for The Roadrunner Car Club..
It is with great pleasure that we recognise Malcolm’s significant contribution
and award him the status of Club Ambassador.
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